the war for things to return to normal. This letter shows

The Duke of York’s

the strenuous objections of essayist and literary critic,

Headquarters was the home

Logan Pearsall Smith, to the temporary buildings erected

of the London Irish Rifles.

in front of the Royal Hospital. These housed the Ministry of

During the First World War

Pensions but remained after the War has ended. He writes,

their recruitment campaigns

“Those buildings being, whatever their merits, quite out

were particularly innovative.

of keeping with their surroundings, destroy the beauty of

Actors Wanted has been

this open space...but during the War this piece of perhaps

designed to appeal to a

necessary vandalism met of course with no objections.

young theatre-going crowd

There is, however, now a grave danger that these erections

and each detail of military

may be allowed to remain and become a permanent blot

service has been cleverly

on London”. However his protestations seem to have been

altered to fit the style of a

unsuccessful as pension applications were still being dealt

play-bill.

with at Burton Court as late as 1923.

The Royal Hospital
The Royal Hospital was bombed on 16th
February 1916 and then again on 13th
June 1917 by German R.VI bombers. The
second raid severely damaged a house in
the grounds, killing Captain Ernest Ludlow,
his wife, Jessie, and two of their sons.

Ranelagh Gardens
The Chelsea Flower show ran in 1915 and
1916 but was used to raise money for
the Royal Horticultural Society War Relief
Fund. This aimed to supply the devastated
gardens of France, Belgium, Romania and
Serbia with seeds, plants and the necessary
tools to repair the damage done by the war.
The Great Tent was not erected in the final
year due to a lack of strong, young men
who could put it up.

Cheyne Walk
This mock-up of a real trench was
constructed by the Holborn Battalion of the
Volunteer Training Corps. The Cheyne Walk
trench was one of several model trenches
created in London to give the public some
idea of what their family members and
friends in the army were experiencing. They
were probably nothing like the real thing
in terms of conditions but it does show
that the Government were trying to inform
people, as well as promoting enlistment.

Royal Hospital

The exhibition is assisted
by funding from
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As can be imagined, it took a while after the upheaval of
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Barnett Barker’s Grave
Six weeks after the 22nd Kensington Battalion was
disbanded, its leader Randall Barnett Barker, was killed
during the Second Battle of the Somme on 24th March
1918. The entry in the Brigade HQ diary reads simply,
“Shells began to fall in and around Gueudecourt at 5.45pm.
Brigadier General R. Barnett Barker, DSO and Captain E. I.
Bell, MC (staff Captain) were killed by a shell.” It would be
another eight months before the end of the First World War.
The 22nd Royal Fusiliers Old Comrades’ Association were
still visiting Barnett Barker’s grave in France as late as 1930.

Kensington Memorial Park
The Kensington War Memorial Committee decided a
recreation ground would be a fitting tribute to those who
died in WW1. Princess Louise opened the park in 1926.
The Mayor R. Dudley Baxter said, “There could not have
been a memorial more suitable than this Ground in which
generations of happy children will find recreation and health”.
KENSAL GREEN
CEMETERY

The park is still popular today and a children’s playground
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With thanks to Maggie Tyler, Tom Vague, and Tim Yates.
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