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St Barnabas Church, 
Kensington
Victoria Cross winner Frank Wearne was 

christened here on 7th May 1894. On 28th 

June 1917 while under heavy counter-

attack, he ran along the top of the trench 

firing and throwing bombs in order to spur 

on his men and prevent a vital position 

being lost. The enemy was driven back and 

even though he was severely wounded, 

he refused to leave his men. He was hit a 

second time and just before the  

order to withdraw was given he was caught 

by a third shell and killed. 

Kensington Olympia
At the start of the war enemy aliens were 

interned in Kensington Olympia. Later on 

it was taken over by the War Office and 

became an Army Clothing Supply Depot. 

Finally it hosted a Victory Circus, put on by 

Bertram Mills, to mark the end of the war.

Earls Court
This former exhibition centre and scene of Buffalo Bill’s Wild 

West Show was rapidly turned into a centre for receiving 

Belgian citizens, who had been displaced when their country 

was invaded by Germany. As many as 250,000 Belgians 

sheltered in London during World War One. This picture by 

Chelsea resident and official war artist, Henry Rushbury, 

shows the contrast between the huddled domesticity of 

the refugees and the grand facades of Earl’s Court in the 

background. 
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184 Queen’s Gate,  
The Michie Hospital 
Mrs. Michie, the wealthy widow of 

an Australian mining magnate, can 

be seen on the right sitting in front 

of her impressive art collection. She had turned her house 

over to impoverished artists rent-free but in 1916 she offered 

it for use as a hospital. It had 168 beds for wounded and 

sick servicemen. This inspired other local residents to offer 

their homes and soon there were three other sites nearby. 

The Michie Hospital had the reputation of being one of the 

best hospitals in London. Out of 2859 patients admitted  

only five died.

93 Gloucester Road
The Volunteer Training Corps was a form of 

military service for men who were too old 

or young to fight overseas. They wore red 

armbands and took part in a wide range of 

tasks from munitions handling, fire fighting 

and digging anti-invasion defence lines to 

assisting with harvesting and transporting 

wounded soldiers.

9 Kensington Square, 
Kensington War Hospital 
Supply Depot
The making of bandages, splints and other 

medical equipment for wounded soldiers 

started here in 1914. One observer remarked, 

“Plaster casts of wounded limbs are sent to 

the depots and in the shortest possible time 

specially fitted appliances are despatched.” By 

1917, the depot occupied 7 houses and had 

6,000 workers on its books, mainly women, 

who were capable of turning out 45,000 items 

per week. Such was their skill that doctors 

began sending plaster casts of wounded 

limbs to the depot and specially customised 

prostheses would rapidly be sent back.

Gainful employment was also found for men 

who were too old to fight. Here the Mayor 

of Kensington and workers of Kensington 

War Hospital Supply Depot can be seen 

entertaining wounded soldiers. Examples of 

the work which took place at the depot can 

be seen below.

h i g h  s t r e e t  K e n s i n g t o n  t o  Q u e e n ’s  g a t e

Iverna Gardens
This was the headquarters of the territorial 

13th Battalion. Soldiers of the 13th can 

be seen relaxing in this photo with the 

regimental mascot, a Great Dane called 

Bruce. The regiment embarked for France 

in November 1914 and saw service at the 

Battle of Neuve Chapelle in March 1915. 

Lance-Corporal Jack Moore wrote a graphic 

account of the battle: “Promptly at 7.30am 

on the morning of March 10th the big guns 

roared out their messages of death, and 

tons of lyddite and shrapnel began to pour 

into the German lines. Sandbags, planks 

and men were thrown high into the air and 

our own trenches shook like jelly. ...Of the 

actual hand to hand fighting I remember 

very little, and I do not wish to recollect it, 

but our boys were just splendid. ...V.Cs 

were won in scores - V.Cs which will never 

be given, for the winners fell in front of that 

little French village, their deeds unnoticed 

and unrecognised”.

Photo/image credits - ©National Army Museum - 13th Recruitment Poster   ©Daily Graphic - Image of 13th at the Front   ©RBKC - Image of KWHSD  Women   ©RBKC - Image of KWHSD Men   ©RBKC - Image of KWHSD Flag   ©RBKC - Image of KWHSD Anniversary Event   ©RBKC – Image of Chelsea Recruiting Poster
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Victoria and Albert 
Museum
The V&A stayed open during WW1, 

although half of it was requisitioned by the 

Board of Education after they had been 

turned out of their offices in Whitehall by the 

Admiralty.

When war broke out, eighteen of Rodin’s 

sculptures were on loan to the V&A. He 

decided to donate these to the V&A in 

honour of the French and British soldiers 

currently involved in the fighting.

This memorial was commissioned from  

Eric Gill in memory of the Museum staff who 

died in the First World War. It can be found 

in the Grand Entrance.

St Luke’s Church
A huge amount of patriotic effort on the 

home front was directed towards raising 

money to offset the huge financial burden 

imposed on Britain by the cost of the War. 

Savers would often get relatively small returns 

on their money but it would be guaranteed 

by the safety of a government scheme and 

they would have the satisfaction of feeling 

they were helping the war effort.

10a Elystan Place
Reginald Wells was a Chelsea potter and sculptor but when the war came he 

decided to put his long-held interest in flying to good use. Elystan Place was 

where the Wells Aviation Company was based during the war. They began by 

making parts but were soon constructing whole aircraft. The firm was unusual 

for its time as women were actually employed on the factory floor.

21 Whitehead’s Grove
As this poster shows, not everyone was keen to do his patriotic duty. Ernest 

Watts-Tye, one of the men named, appears to have been an actor who spent 

the second half of the war appearing at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre in 

plays such as St George and the Dragon and How He Lied to Her Husband. 

Harrods, Brompton Road
The Mayor of Kensington, William Davison, raised the 22nd 

‘Kensington’ Battalion. This meant he was then responsible 

for equipping the soldiers but army provisions were in short 

supply in the autumn of 1914. The Mayor managed to write 

to Harrods and get some of their last rolls of khaki for the 

men’s uniforms. Here are the samples they sent him.

C h e l s e a  a n d  s o u t h  K e n s i n g t o n
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